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Jan. 7: The Associated Press reported that thousands of Haitians took to the streets killing persons
associated with the Tonton Macoute or supporters of Roger Lafontant, leader of the coup quashed
by the army on Monday. Demonstrators set fire to buildings, and looted shops in Port-au-Prince.
(See Chronicle 01/08/91 for report on coup attempt.) Haitians filled the streets of the capital to
celebrate Lafontant's capture, but the party was transformed into a search for "traitors." Huge rocks,
blocks of cement and overturned cars and trucks were set up as barricades along the road leading
to the airport after rumors spread that the army intended to send Lafontant into exile. A 7 p.m. to 5
a.m. curfew was ordered on Monday evening after at least 40 people had been killed, most of them
lynched. Jan. 8: Some roads were still partially blocked with the smoldering remains of trucks and
car chassis used as barricades the previous day. A 6 p.m to to 6 a.m. curfew was in effect for the
second straight day. At least two people were reported killed in the capital. The 19-member Council
of State issued a statement calling for an "immediate public investigation of the circumstances and
complicity" of the coup attempt. Gunfire from automatic weapons was heard in Port-au- Prince,
and vigilante squads blocked city streets to search cars for weapons. Police arrested several of the
vigilante squads. Jan. 9: The Agence France Presse reported that the coup and aftermath death toll
as of Wednesday came to 69. Of the total, 59 persons were killed in the capital. Sporadic looting
obligated many shop owners in Port-au- Prince to close their doors. Msgr. Yvon Massacre, parish
priest for the town of Kenscoff, south of the capital, called on Haitians to refrain from looting and
destroying Church property. On Monday in Port-au-Prince, an 18th century cathedral and the papal
nuncio's office were destroyed by fire, and the Haitian Episcopal Conference headquarters were
looted. In a public statement, president-elect Jean-Bertrand Aristide described the destruction of
Church property and relics as a "horrible spectacle." Aristide invited the army to detain "terrorist
Macoutes" as soon as possible. He said Haitians' attempts to detain such persons were "legitimate,"
i.e., self-protection against future "future massacres." (Basic data from AP, 01/08/91; AFP, 01/09/91)
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